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AIM  
 

This report aims to raise awareness about the difficulties minorities and marginalised groups 

face during these times in Colombia and Brazil. It covers a few significant human rights 

events concerning minority and marginalised groups in April 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Population: 212 million (212.923.484) 

Capital:  Brasília 

Major languages: Portuguese is the official language However, there are more 

than 305 indigenous ethnicities that speak 274 different 

languages.  

Religion: 64% Catholic; 22.2% Protestants; 8% (without a religion) and 

others represent 3.2%. 

Ethnicities: Approximately 47,73% of people in Brazil are white, 43,13% 

are 'pardo', 7.61% is black, 1,09% are of Asian origin, and 

0,43% are indigenous 

 

Brazil  
Brazil population is remarkably diverse in terms of race and ethnic groups. The country 

faces many social problems, such as violence, poverty, and social inequality (Maia, n.d). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Human Rights violations against 

minorities in Brazil  
 

Brazilôs harmful colonial legacy continues today for those most vulnerable to human rights 

violations: indigenous peoples, the black and mixed-race populations, and the LGBTI 

community. To this day, minorities remain distant from all the spheres of power (The 

Brazilian Report, 2018) and are more exposed to suffer different kinds of discrimination 

(Soares Leivas & Moreira Aristides dos Santos, 2018). 

 

Violent deaths of Afro-Brazilian  

According to Ravina Shamdasani, the Spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights, the legacy of the past is still present in the Brazilian society as of today. 

Afro-Brazilians are still enduring structural and institutional racism, exclusion, 

marginalisation, and violence (Shamdasani, 2020). Brazil had been one of the countries 

where demonstrators organised one of the largest anti-police brutality demonstrations in 

years. Thousands of people went on the streets of Rio de Janeiro to support the Black Lives 

Matter movement (Associated Press, 2020). 

 

Crimes against the LGBT community  

 The LGBT community suffers from structural discrimination and, therefore, is exposed to 

intersectional structural violence. Repeated intimidations, threats, and violent physical 

actions against the LGBT community occur.  

 

Threats to indigenous territories  

In Brazil, 13.8% of the  land has been reserved for indigenous peoples (IWGIA, n.d.). 

However, the indigenous people face threats concerning their right to property as new 

indigenous territories will no longer be established. In addition, there is a risk that existing 

demarcation procedures will be revoked.  

Despite the progress made by domestic and international law, there are significant 

challenges related to titling and protecting indigenous lands. The IACHR1 sees it as a 

worrying situation for indigenous communities. In February of 2021, the Commission 

expressed that ñthe policy review process indigenous and environmental groups in the 

country, (é)  has favoured illegal occupation of ancestral lands, encouraged acts of violence 

 
1 The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights is an autonomous organ of the Organization of American States, whose mission is to 

promote and protect human rights. 



 

 

against its leaders and indigenous communities, and authorised the environmental 

destruction of their territories.ò (IACHR, 2021).  

 

 

 

Human Rights events of April 2021 
 

The indigenous community Mbyá-Guarani from Porto Alegre are threatened by illegal 

allotments 

In Porto Alegre, men were caught 

illegally logging a land where eight 

indigenous families from the indigenous 

community Mbyá-Guarani Pindó Poty2 

lived for more than four decades. 

Although it is not the first time the 

community has felt threatened, the new 

invasion arouses fear for its safety and 

land. According to the community chief 

Roberto Ramires, the logging of their 

land is taking place systematically 

(Ferreira, n.d.). 

The community chief alleged that the 

community filed several complaints of 

the invasions to the Federal Prosecutorôs 

Office (Ministério Público Federal).  

 

Still, the prosecutor stated that they could not do anything, considering that the indigenous 

community was occupying land that was not yet legally delimited. Nevertheless, Roberto 

Ramires stated that he would support indigenous entities, human rights organisations, and other 

institutional bodies to prevent the allotment of the land and remove the invaders to keep the 

communityôs safety (Ferreira, n.d.). 

The Brazilian National Institution of Indigenous, Funai (Fundação Nacional do Índio) attested that the 

area of the community was not analysed and approved by the Funaiôs Presidency yet, so the indigenous 

territory was not formally declared (Ferreira, n.d.). 

 

 
2 Native people that historically have been living in Paraguay and South of Brazil since before the Portuguese and Spanish colonization. 

óPovos Ind²genas no Brasilô, Available at: <Guarani Mbya - Povos Indígenas no Brasil (socioambiental.org)> 

https://pib.socioambiental.org/pt/Povo:Guarani_Mbya


 

 

Number of transpeople killed in the state of Ceara doubles in a year reaches 22 in 2020 

In Ceará, between 2017 and 2020, 62 homicide cases of trans women were registered, leaving 

the State only behind São Paulo, with 80 cases. This alarming statistics places Brazil as the 

first country in the world that kills the most trans people globally. This data reveals the lack of 

security and public policies that guarantee the trans population the right to life (Santana, s.d.). 

 

The report óAssassinatos eViol°nciaContra Travestis e Transexuals Brasileiras em 2020ô, 

provided by the National Association of óTransvetities and Transexuals Antra, points out that 

the absence of fundamental rights for trans people is due to the failure of state governments 

and its agencies to 

effectively notify cases of 

violence against trans 

people (Santana, s.d.). 

According to Antra, 

during the Covid-19 

pandemic in Brazil, 

murder rates decreased in 

many social groups due to 

the need for social 

isolation. However, that 

was not the case with 

trans people, especially 

trans women. The 

organisation attested that 

many transexual women 

are also sex workers who 

continue to work on the streets to guarantee their livelihood. The authorities overlooked their 

needs during the pandemic, not implementing any specific assistance, which consequently 

impacted the fact that they had to keep working and risking their lives (Antra, s.d.). 

The trans population is the victim of violence, discrimination, and social exclusion in many 

ways inside the Brazilian society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Young black people die more than non-black people, report says  

 

 

A report made by the São Paulo Committee for the Prevention of Homicide in partnership with 

UNICEF attests that black adolescents and young people die more violently than white people 

in São Paulo.3 Among the violent deaths are homicide, robbery, body injury, and death by 

police intervention. In 2019, the death rate for young blacks between 15 and 19 years old was 

8.4 for every 100 thousand inhabitants (Adolescência, 2021). 

However, the committeeôs report recalls that violent deaths of children and adolescents reduced 

to 32% between 2015 and 2020. The State Public Security Secretariat from São Paulo states 

that the drop in fatalities results from combating violence against young people and recalls that 

police intervention fell 49% between 2015 and 2020, which is connected with the drop 

(Adolescência, 2021).  

 

Adriana Alvarenga, head of UNICEF in São Paulo, states that racial inequality in São Paulo is 

evident due to the historical racism in the country. She says black children and adolescents 

suffer a series of violations of their rights that go outside the sphere of violence, like, for 

instance, not being enrolled to school. Adriana defends the implementation of public policies 

for black children and adolescents to guarantee their rights: ñIt is necessary to give 

 
3UNICEF, óComit° Paulista pela Preven­«o de Homic²dios na Adolesc°ncia ï Relat·rio de Atividades 2020ô Available at: 

<https://www.unicef.org/brazil/media/13346/file/relatorio-2020_comite-paulista-prevencao-homicidios-adolescencia.pdf>  



 

 

opportunities to these boys and girls to have life projects, that they can have access to work 

and be more protectedò (Corrá, Violência: Jovens negros morrem mais do que não negros, 

indica relatório, 2021). 

 

Indigenous people in Brazil protest about a bill that aims to allow commercial mining on 

their land  

 

 

On April 19th, the day of indigenous people in Brazil, the representatives of 10 indigenous 

groups met in Brasilia to protest against a bill that seeks to commercialise mining on their 

lands. In addition to the demand for land, the indigenous people demanded better health 

treatments and called for attention in combating Covid-19 within the villages. The movementôs 

participants also asked for supervision in the fight against invasions in the territories (Galvão, 

2021). 

In February 2020, President Bolsonaro proposed Bill 191 during the ceremony in the Planalto 

Palace; he stated that óindigenous is a human being just like us,ò and the natural resources 

coming from indigenous land must be put to use for indigenous groups own economic welfareô 

(Reverdosa, 2021). 

 

 



 

 

During his presidency, the Bolsonaro slashed funding to environmental protection and 

monitoring programs directly connected to the protection of indigenous lands, and claimed that 

indigenous lands should be used for commercial farming and mining, even though this is 

against their will (Reverdosa, 2021). 

 

According to Conectas, a Brazilian NGO that seeks to fight inequality and protect the rights of 

minorities, since the tragedy in Brumadinho4 (MG), it is verified that Brazil has a mining model 

based on the adoption of outdated techniques. These techniques lower costs to the detriment of 

the safety of the workers and the population who lives close to these activities, including 

indigenous peoples, quilombolas5, and traditional and rural communities (Júlia Mello Neiva, 

2021).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 The Brumadinho disaster occurred on 2019 when a tailing dam at the Córrego do Feijão iron ore mine suffered a catastrophic failure. 270 

people have died and 11 are still missing. G1, óTrag®dia de Brumadinho completa 1 ano e 9 meses e parentes e amigos fazem homenagens às 

v²timasô. Available at: <Tragédia de Brumadinho completa 1 ano e 9 meses e parentes e amigos fazem homenagens às vítimas | Minas Gerais 
| G1 (globo.com)>  
5 Quilombolas are the descendants and remnants of communities formed by enslaved fugitives (the Quilombos), between the sixteenth century 

(when slavery was abolished) in Brazil. Currently quilombola communities are present throughout.The Brazilian territory, and in them is a 
rich culture, based on black, indigenous and white ancestry. Brasil Escola, Quilombolas. Available at: < Quilombolas: quem são, origem, 

tradição, condições - Brasil Escola (uol.com.br)>  

https://g1.globo.com/mg/minas-gerais/noticia/2020/10/25/tragedia-de-brumadinho-completa-1-ano-e-9-meses-e-parentes-e-amigos-fazem-homenagens-as-vitimas.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/mg/minas-gerais/noticia/2020/10/25/tragedia-de-brumadinho-completa-1-ano-e-9-meses-e-parentes-e-amigos-fazem-homenagens-as-vitimas.ghtml
https://brasilescola.uol.com.br/sociologia/quilombolas.htm
https://brasilescola.uol.com.br/sociologia/quilombolas.htm


 

 

Colombia 
 

 

The components of civil struggles, wars, 

and poverty were the seed from which 

ethno-racial discrimination germinate. It 

affected the discriminatory treatment that 

minorities in Colombia; mainly indigenous 

and Afro-Colombians, have suffered for a 

long time ( Program de Justicia Global y 

Derechos Humanos 2009).  

 

   

 

 

Human Rights violation against 

minorities  
 

Attacks against indigenous people 

 

In Colombia, the Truth Commission6 mentioned that indigenous people suffer a humanitarian 

crisis as the violence does not stop. The conflict does not allow them to carry out their survival 

activities as  hunting, fishing and agriculture.; public order worsens. With the increase in 

displacement and threats to indigenous people, there has been a lot of recruitment of young 

people by the illegal armed groups of the region (Comision de la Verdad, 2020). In the past 

few years, attacks and murders against indigenous people have been a concern within the Inter-

American System, thus in 2019, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

recommend7 Colombia to ñimmediately adopt all the necessary measures to guarantee the right 

to life, integrity, and security of the inhabitants through the institutions in charge of citizen 

security, and in particular of those who make up the indigenous peopleò (IACHR, 2019).  

 

 
6 The Commission for the Clarification of Truth, Coexistence and Non-Repetition, as a temporary and extrajudicial mechanism of the 
Comprehensive System of Truth, Justice, Reparation and Non-Repetition - SIVJRNR, was established to know the truth of what happened 
within the framework of the armed conflict and contribute to the clarification of the violations and infractions committed during it and offer 
a broad explanation of its complexity to the entire society (Comision de la verdad, n.d.) 
7 http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/docs/anual/2019/docs/IA2019cap5CO-es.pdf  

Population: 48 million (48.258,494) 

Capital:  Bogotá 

Major languages: The overwhelming majority of Colombians speak Spanish 

(99,2%), but 101 languages are listed for Colombia in 

the Ethnologue database. 

Religion: 79% Catholic Christians. 6% adopt Pentecostalism, 2% 

mainline protestant while 6% other protestants. 2% other 

religions and 5% is unspecified. 

Ethnici ties: 4.4% of the Colombian population belongs to the 115 

indigenous peoples; 7.3% of the Colombian population belongs 

to the Afro-Colombian population; 0.01% of the Colombian 

population belongs to the Romani people. 

 

Chart 1  (DANE, Cuantos somos?, 2021) 

 

http://www.oas.org/es/cidh/docs/anual/2019/docs/IA2019cap5CO-es.pdf


 

 

 

Gender violence  

 

In Colombia, the context of sociopolitical violence8 has impacted the rates of sexual assault 

and abuse of indigenous woman and girls negatively. Violence against indigenous women, 

youth and girls are directly or indirectly linked to poverty, lack of health, education, gender 

inequality, economic growth. According to the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights,9 "many of these violations are perpetrated against women belonging to peoples in the 

process of disappearance, which further aggravates cultural, spiritual and physical balance 

already threatened" (IACHR, Truth, justice and reparation, fourth report of human rights in 

Colombia, 2013).  

 

Ongoing murders of Colombian social leaders  

Social leaders in Colombia are one of the most vulnerable groups, and they are mainly focused 

on defending their territorial rights and other indigenous rights. Although indigenous social 

leaders' work is vital and valuable, it comes with a price. The past years have shown that it is 

hazardous to work as a social leader in Colombia, yet, this has not stopped the indigenous 

peoples from speaking up for their human rights. According to Indepaz (2021), 57 social 

leaders have been killed in 2021 in Colombia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
8“ It is that exercised as a means of political-social struggle, either in order to maintain, modify, replace or destroy a model of State or 
society, or also to destroy or repress a human group with identity within society for its social, political, union, ethnic, racial, religious, 
cultural or ideological affinity, whether or not it is organized” (Corporacion Avre, n.d.) 
9 The Institute of Studies for Development and Peace -INDEPAZ is an NGO made up of people who have built collaborative relationships in 

the permanent activity for peace in Colombia. 



 

 

 

Human Rights Events of April 2021 
 

 

A woman reported that a policeman sexually abused her during a protest in Cali, Colombia 

Diana Fernanda Díaz, a woman who 

marched on April 30th in Cali as part of 

the mobilisations against the tax reform 

of the government of Iván Duque, 

exposed through her Facebook account 

that a member of the Mobile Police Anti-

Riot Squad (ESMAD) sexually abused 

her (Judicial, 2021). In her account, she 

stated that several members of the public 

force assaulted the civilians without 

any reason and that in the middle of 

this situation, she was separated from 

a group of approximately 10 people and that she was physically abused and sexually assaulted 

by a member of the police (Judicial, 2021). 

"I always believed that the Public Force acted because of the provocation of the community, 

but today I was the victim of an event worthy of losing respect for the ESMAD. Today I was 

the victim of a sexual and violent act by ESMAD police officers". This was part of the 

complaint that Diana Fernanda Diaz made through her social media on the night of April 30th 

(Torres Martinez, 2021). According to Diaz, the men were beaten, and the women were 

separated. "At that moment one of the ESMAD approached and abused me, in the presence of 

all his colleagues, including a woman, to whom I expressed my discontent," the complainant 

wrote (Judicial, 2021).  

"If you don't want anything to happen to you, why don't you stay at home. Stop crying, go and 

do your job. If you don't like it, why come to the protests." According to Diaz, this is what the 

ESMAD agents were saying to her at the time she was being assaulted (Torres Martinez, 2021).  

For Mónica Godoy, researcher and expert in gender-based violence, the use of sexual violence 

by members of the security forces is not new, but it "is intended to intimidate women for 

participating in politics and taking part in demonstrations in public spaces" (Torres Martinez, 

2021). 

Furthermore, Temblores NGO reported at least four cases of sexual aggressions committed by 

the National Police during the current days of mobilisation (Torres Martinez, 2021). In the case 



 

 

of Diaz, the Prosecutor's Office says that it has not received a formal complaint, but that it has 

already initiated steps to locate the complainant "and to learn more details of what happened". 

 

 

Glyphosate: organisations request hearing at the IACHR to prevent its use 

More than 20 human rights 

organisations requested the Inter-

American Commission on Human 

Rights (IACHR) to hold a thematic 

hearing to protect, among others, the 

rights to life, personal integrity, health,  

healthy environment, access to 

information and participation in 

environmental decisions and prior 

consultation(Colprensa, 2021).   

The request has been made, as a result 

of the "arbitrary measures" aimed at the 

reactivation of the spraying with 

glyphosate, by the national 

government, through the Illicit Crop Eradication Program (PECIG).  "The purpose of the request made 

is for the IACHR to know all the information concerning the Colombian State's failure to comply with 

its obligation to protect. From civil society, we consider it necessary for the Inter-American Human 

Rights System to know the effects that this policy has had on the rights contemplated in the American 

Convention on Human Rights (ACHR) and specifically, to the detriment of groups in vulnerable 

situations such as indigenous, Afro and farmers communities", says the petition submitted to the 

IACHR (Colprensa, 2021). For the organisations, the review becomes fundamental in order to prevent 

more people and communities from being affected by aerial spraying of glyphosate. 

 

The request exposes that since 2019, the Colombian State has insisted on prioritising the reactivation 

of aerial spraying of glyphosate in the country, despite scientific evidence on its effects on populationôs 

health, damage to the environment, social fragmentation in rural areas and the ineffectiveness of the 

measure to counteract the continues planting of illicit crops. The government has the duty to avoid 

exposure to hazardous substances and wastes, and to respect the rights of indigenous and Afro-

descendant peoples (Colprensa, 2021). 

 

Conversely, in environmental matters, the chemical has affected soils and water. "A study carried out 

by the Terrae Geoambiental Corporation indicates that glyphosate, after spraying, can follow several 

routes, among these is the arrival to the soil where it can be transformed and form a similar compound 

called AMPA, more toxic than glyphosate itself, or remain glyphosate and stay in the soil". With these 

arguments, the organisations intend to debate the use of the herbicide to international courts before it 

becomes a reality in the country (Colprensa, 2021). 

 



 

 

Indigenous people denounce more than 60,000 human rights violations 

 

Picture 1Indigenous Peoples organise to protest against the human rights violations. @Photograph: Nestor Gomez/El Tiempo 

  

The National Indigenous Organization of Colombia (ONIC), exposes that at least 60,061 

affectations to the human rights of indigenous peoples have occurred during the government 

of President Iv§n Duque. According to figures from the ONICôs Human Rights Observatory, 

the analysis covers the period from August 7th, 2018 to March 31st, 2021 (Redaccion de 

Politica, 2021). 

 

Between these dates, there have been 258 homicides, 60 kidnappings, 39 cases of forced 

recruitment, 2000 cases of threats and intimidation against the indigenous communities that 

inhabit the country, and 16,915 people have been victims of forced displacement  (Redaccion 

de Politica, 2021). 

 

The National Assembly of Indigenous Authorities of ONIC, stated that 51.1% of the human 

rights violations are due in confinement situations, equivalent to 30,695 victims. The 

confinement of the indigenous communities is due to the constant confrontations between the 

ELN, AGC, dissidents of the former Farc-Ep and the National Army in indigenous territory. 

According to data from the institution, the most affected regions are "the West macro-region, 

with 49,710 affectations, followed by the North macro-region with 5,228 affectations and the 

Center East macro-region with 4,793" (Redaccion de Politica, 2021). 

 



 

 

Gustavo Vélez, Human Rights Counselor for ONIC, stated that "the government cannot 

continue to be indifferent to the acts of violence suffered by the indigenous communities". He 

also demands a stop to the assassinations of indigenous leaders and the displacement of these 

populations (Redaccion de Politica, 2021). 

 

Colombia: the country with the highest number of human rights defenders murdered in 

2020 

 

 

Picture 2 Social leaders in Colombia have been under threat since the 2016 peace agreement. @Photograph: EFE 

 

The NGO Front Line Defenders highlighted that, with 53% of murder cases, Colombia has been the 

country where most defenders are murdered for three years (Mosquera, 2021). 

In its annual report entitled "Global 2020 Analysis", Front Line Defenders revealed that during the past 

year, 331 human rights defenders were murdered globally, and, of these, 264 murders occurred in the 

Americas (Mosquera, 2021). 

According to the report, 177 of the 331 murders occurred in Colombia, which puts Colombia once again 

at the top of the list of countries where human rights defenders are murdered for the third consecutive 

year (Mosquera, 2021). 

The figures detail that the murders occurred in 25 countries, the most affected being Colombia (177), 

the Philippines (25), Honduras (20), Mexico (19), Afghanistan (17) and Brazil (16). In 2019 Colombia 

recorded 106 of the 304 murders, while in 2018 they were 126 of the 321 (Mosquera, 2021). 



 

 

Front Line Defenders was founded in Dublin in 2001 with the specific aim of protecting human rights 

defenders at risk. The NGO considered that "the Colombian government's failure to implement" key 

points of the 2016 Peace Agreement has left defenders exposed to illegal armed groups that have filled 

the gaps left by the State (Mosquera, 2021). 

 

 

 

Concluding remarks 
 

 

¶ The importance of the international community in monitoring the demarcation of 

indigenous land and the safety of indigenous communities, as Mbyá-Guarani Pindó 

Poty, should be reinforced. Slow and bureaucratic processes do not contribute to 

guaranteeing the rights of indigenous peoples. Administrative procedures must be 

accessible and aimed at protecting indigenous peoples, rather than becoming a 

disproportionately challenging procedure. Furthermore, it has to guarantee indigenous 

people access to justice and to a fair trial that accounts for this specific group's 

challenges.  

 

¶ It is time for the international community to ensure that the national authorities stop 

overlooking trans people's needs and violence and take action to protect their safety 

with adequate public policies. As stated by Antra, the trans community is also in the 

majority composed of sex workers, which is also fundamental to ensure proper 

legislation and assistance to this category of workers, especially within the pandemic 

scenario.  

 

¶ The importance of the international community to monitor public policies in support of 

black childrenôs and adolescentss empowerment through education should be a priority 

for Brazil. Additionally, GHRD also recommends the international community to make 

sure that the authorities implement a non-violent approach to public security, especially 

in black and poor communities that are most likely to be killed by the police.  

 

¶ To prevent disasters like in Brumadinho, GHRD, the international community should 

monitor the mining strategies of the Brazilian government. In addition, the international 

community should ensure that indigenous people are actively participating in bills 

related to their lands and that their voices are being heard.  

 

 

¶ The protests in Colombia have led to excessive and widespread use of violence. The 

international community's call now is to ensure respect for the human rights of all those 

involved, with special attention to the most vulnerable groups, such as women, the 



 

 

elderly and children. The rejection of any act of violence against women must be 

generalised and all legal and medical assistance must be made available to all women 

who have been a victim. Proper investigation and administration of justice must be a 

priority to ensure that these acts do not go unpunished. 

 

¶ Any act against the life and integrity of indigenous communities and social leaders in 

Colombia must be punished to the fullest extent of the law. Community life and 

freedom of expression must be prioritised, especially among those whoôs lives are 

threaten by the current confrontations between illegal armed groups.  

 

 

¶ Scientific and academic studies on the implications of glyphosate must be rigorously 

addressed to ensure that no one and nothing can be physically affected by the dispersion 

of the chemical. Better ways to eliminate illegal crops without affecting the life and 

integrity of the surrounding communities must be evaluated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IACHR has to be stated in full name in the References. The same stand for the other abbreviations in 

the refrence list. 
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